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was not Germany when that statesman recommended to France a policy of absolute isolation; but Germany was Germany in 1911. And, by the same token, England was England then, but England was not, in 1910 and 1911, the same England. That England should once more become England was felt on the Continent, everywhere save in Germany, to be the crying European need; and it was the most genuine longing of France. In the summer of 1911, more than one disinterested observer felt like saying, ' England would be more than shortsighted, she would be ignoring her own interests, and the interests of European peace, if, draping herself in her Coronation robes, she were to allow France to cry over the Channel, into her indifferent ears, the words of Henry IV to Crillon : " We have conquered at Arques, but you were not there, my Crillon ! " '
Happily for the restoration of the old-time efficiency of the Triple Entente, Germany was at that very hour meditating the action which was to rouse England from her political lethargy, to make her contemplate from another angle the naif proposal of the American President for the signing of a treaty of unrestricted arbitration, and to cause her to rush, in her own interests, to the rescue of France, that the two Powers might stand shoulder to shoulder at Arques.
Certain proposals of President Taft, relative to the settlement of " matters of national honour " by Courts of Arbitration, had already begun to work havoc in England. They had been welcomed on March 13, 1911, by Sir Edward Grey as " bold and courageous words/' England and the United States seemed to be wondering why the President of the French Republic and the Tsar of Russia were so long in tendering their congratulations. " It would seem as if France would be the next nation to come into line," exclaimed one of the makers of opinion in the United States. Foreigners, however, overlooked, as usual, the positive conditions which, whether they liked it or not, were bound